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Symbolism
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gabriela Garcia Marquez is a short story of a couple, Elesenda and Pelayo who found an old man with wings groaning on the ground in their compound. The couples had a sick newborn child in their home that had temperatures the whole night. They were very scared thinking the old man was an angel because of his appearance and thought he was coming for their child. The old man was full of stellar parasites, laid in mud his face facing down and did not have efforts of moving so they locked him up in a chicken coop. The couple was going to throw away the crabs which had stench the news about the old man spreads and the couples decide to earn a living through it by charging people money before they could see the old man. In the story, the spider woman is another character who had supernatural qualities. She narrates different experiences, she attracts a real crowd and gains money from people who came to see her and hear her narrations. The priest also comes to see the old man and arranges to know his identity by writing letters. The old man later grows new wings and flies away (Marquez, 2016). Therefore this article has full of many symbols that are used by the writer to symbolize various functions to the readers. In this paper, we shall discuss several symbols and their functions to bring out a clear picture or the meaning of those symbols. 
According to Marquez (2016), the old man in the story had wings. Wings are associated with angels the supernatural creatures believed to come from heaven, angels in those times were the fugitive survivors of spiritual conspiracy and they did not have the heart to club him to death this is according to the judgment of the wise neighbor woman. The old man was thought to be an angel but ironically his wings symbolized his age and disease. His wings were proliferated by stellar parasites they had worn out and were not in good condition. Sometimes the situation we face we may think that's the actual reality but there is always a different description behind it, for example, climate change condition in life can be viewed as the natural way of life but in the real situation it is being caused by human actions of cutting trees or other related activities. It is good to asses and confirms things before offering a serious conclusion. The wings also symbolized freedom in the story. The old man was desperate and held captive in the chicken coop. He was helpless and could not go away because of his worn-out wings. After some time the new wings grow, he gains good energy and flees away from his captive gauge. He gains freedom through his wings.
Moreover, crabs used in the story had stench which symbolized spoiling and illness whereby the couple's newborn child was very sick, by having the temperatures the whole night. This showed troubles being experienced by Elesenda and Pelayo, their lives had no peace and was slowly crumbling down. It was the symbols of bad actions being done by people and this is clearly illustrated in the story when the couple practiced corruption by collecting five cents from people who came to see the old man, this is a greedy behavior expressed by the couples (Marquez, 2016). There are different evils people do in life this may include crabbing other people's resources or using other people disadvantaged situations for their gain. Sometimes refugees' desperate situations are used to request international aid which in turn benefits the rich and the poor refugees to continue with their suffering situations. This is a very bad action that needs to be addressed. The couples in the story gain a lot of money from people who came to see the old man and later use it for their gain leaving the old man in his suffering conditions. The crabs were increasing each day and this shows how bad actions done by people increases each day in our lives. 
According to Marquez (2016), the story of an old man found in couples compound and was desperate and needed help, he was groaning in the rear of their courtyard the sign of great pain being experienced by the old man with anonymous wings. The old man symbolizes the desperate people like refugees and orphans in the society displaced by circumstances such as wars or loss of their beloved ones and needs assistance from people. Many situations in life may make us feel lonely and desperate and only people who see this can rescue us. Besides, the sea in the story symbolizes people’s lives sometimes it’s peaceful and sometimes it has many waves. There are times in life when we face troubles and problems to the point of giving up; moreover, some situations in life bring peace, happiness, and stability. The couples had a peaceful life until the appearance of the old man in their compound, she expresses a sigh of relief when the old man with enormous wings finally recovers, gains energy and fly away. When desperate situations leave people's lives they regain their comfort and happiness. Problems cause instability in life (Williamson et al., 2015).
Also, the couple symbolizes people who are materialistic and do not care about other people. Instead of taking care of the old man they placed him in the chicken coop and uses him as the source of income, later they built a big house and puts iron bars on the windows to prevent other angels from getting in, the sign of continuous resistance from the old believes, the wife buys clothes and shoes. The priest, on the other hand, symbolizes the beliefs of the Catholic Church. He concludes that the old man is not an angel because he is not able to talk Latin the language of God. He writes many letters to prove the identity of the man first before any action is done. Moreover, the spider woman in the story symbolizes human attraction to the truth, a large crowd gathers to come and see the supernatural creature full of much human truth. She attracts a large crowd of people who came to see and hear her narration of truth and lesson (Buckley, 2016).
Moreover, people's life dynamics are symbolized in the story. Important situations and facts easily elude weak believers and are easily swayed away by circumstances. Instead of accepting reality, their faith is strongly bonded in supernatural and magical things. The old man with anonymous wings was a reality and was in present before their eyes but the story of spider woman gets into people's mind and they decide to believe her narration forgetting about the old man with enormous wings. Instead of choosing the reality which is the truth and lesson, people decided to believe in supernatural and magical things, they don't have proof of their existence. People's faith was swayed from reality to a spider woman who eats mothballs. This characterizes people's weak faith but the reality is that anyone has freedom of choosing their own beliefs. When the old man refuses to talk or perform miracles they wanted to see, they turn to the spider woman who has narrations (Marquez, 2016). In some conditions, beliefs make us run away from reality.
Conclusion
Gabriela Garcia's short story is full of symbolism. The wings in the story symbolize age and disease, the old man had worn-out wings and he was full of stellar parasites, at times in life we choose to think the opposite of the reality before us. The crabs used to symbolize spoiling and illness, the baby of the couple was seriously sick and the crabs were spoiling because they had a stench, indicating instability of life. The old man symbolizes desperate people such as refugees and orphans who are in desperate situations and greatly need our help both resources and social help, he was found lying face down into the mud and he couldn't wake up impeded by his enormous wings. The sea symbolizes people's lives, sometimes we face troubles which make our lives unstable and sometimes we find ourselves in a better situation full of happiness which gives our lies peace (Marquez 2016). The couple symbolizes materialistic people who always want to gain more from others and this may be through illegal means such as corruption, they had crabs increasing in their a sign of increasing evil actions done by people and finally, the priest in the story symbolizes catholic beliefs, the act of talking Latin to the old man writing letters to pontiff before he could offer any assistance to the old man. Sometimes people ignore reality and tend to believe in supernatural and magical things. They have easily swayed away from the reality, as illustrated in the story people ignores the old man who did not talk or perform miracles as they expected and tends to listen to the spider woman who was full of narration (Marquez, 2016).
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